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Being given the opportunity to serve in 2007 as the President of the 
Metro Atlanta Relocation Council is both an honor and privilege.  
We have an exciting year in store for our membership and I encour-
age everyone to get more involved in this dynamic organization.  
We are recognized as leaders among regional groups and your 
involvement is critical to our success. 

I would like to extend a warm welcome to our newest board mem-
bers, Chris Chalk, Ann Fincham, and Barbara Gunn.  Also, I want 
to express my appreciation to Carolyn Cherry, Jeff Morris and Tina 

Tyler, who graciously agreed to continue their support by serving on the MARC Advisory 
Council.  Indeed, we are very fortunate to have the guidance and counsel of these seasoned 
relocation professionals. 

2007 brings us all a challenging real estate market.  The educational and industry support 
provided by MARC is of such high caliber we know it will make a great impact on how each of 
us operates in our respective relocation roles.  In order to serve you better, the Board has 
approved a new website that should go live within the next 30 days.  The new  website will be 
a self serve portal with increased functionality for members, including password access to the 
membership directory that each individual can update as need, the ability to register for meet-
ings on line,  download a current directory and more.  The new website will also be easier to 
navigate for members and prospective members and be a resource for those in the relocation 
industry.   

Another major initiative the Board has undertaken this year is an in-depth review of our By-
laws.  The dedicated members of this committee are: Jim Bause’, Carolyn Cherry, Karen 
McRae, Andy Orlin, Lynne James and Connie Stinson.  Once approved by the MARC Board 
of Directors, the updated Bylaws will be submitted to the MARC membership for final ap-
proval. 

I am confident that everyone who attended the 2007 Education Forum at the Cobb Galleria 
Centre was once again impressed by the high caliber of content.  The full day of educational 
sessions provided each of us something to help us do our jobs better while at the same time 
being able to earn 5 CRP credits. 

I want to express my sincere appreciation to Sharon Adkinson, our immediate past President, 
for a very successful 2006 and for her continued support and counsel.  I also wish to express 
our sincere appreciation to Sue LeQuier for the tremendous job she did in supporting us over 
the years.  I would like to also welcome Bradley Chatfield to MARC as our Administrative 
Assistant.  Bradley has taken over this important support role, with our thanks. 

I encourage each of our members to get more involved and join a committee.  Please feel 
free to contact me with any comments, questions or concerns at 770-989-3067 or 
gmerrick@na.cokecce.com.  Again, thank you for the opportunity to serve and I look forward 
to a fantastic year! 
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Atlanta, GA, initially was developed in the mid-1800s as the southeastern end of the 
Western & Atlantic Railroad, which was built as a trade route into the Midwest.  Up until 
the mid-20th century, Atlanta had 1,000 trains going in and out of the city on any given 
day. But the latter half of the 20th century saw an increase in the trucking industry, and 
as highway popped up, the rails fell into disuse and disrepair-including the 22 mile “belt 
line” that looped around Atlanta in its infant stages of as a city. 

In 2005, Atlanta Mayor Shirley Franklin introduced the Beltline Project, which will bring to 
life the vision of connecting 45 of the city’s neighborhoods with those 22 miles of railroad 
while offering 1,200 new acres of parks and trails for bicyclists and pedestrians.  The 
$1.5 billion project was one of many Franklin spoke about at a Metro Atlanta Relocation 
Council (MARC) meeting late last year. 

While the Beltline has its roots in Atlanta’s birth as a city, the resurgence of the rails 
was first conceived in 1999 by Georgia Tech graduate student Ryan Gravel, who proposed a new public transit system that would 
allow for natural development and neighborhood preservation and revitalization.  Other benefits would include affordable housing, 
cleaner air, and economic development. 

After several reports by non-profit and local government organizations showed organizations showed that the plan was feasible, 
Franklin created the Beltline Project. Progress has been steady-recently, a rock quarry along the west side of the city was acquired 
to be transformed into a 100-acre lake and a housing community.  Rail rehabilitation is underway in several communities. 

Substantial projects such as the Beltline have been a trademark of Franklin’s two terms as mayor.  The first African American 
woman to be elected mayor of a southern city, Franklin initially set her sights on mending Atlanta’s sewage system, which had been 
collecting fines from the Environmental Protection Agency for being in violation of the federal Clean Water Act.  She also has man-
aged to balance the city’s budget for the last five years, and can boast of the lowest crime rates Atlanta has witnessed in 20 years.  
She has been praised as a mayor in both TIME and U.S. News and World Report. 

Franklin is known for her popularity in the business sector, and spoke at the MARC meeting of her continued desire to make Atlanta 
an attractive destination for business as well as individuals. In addition to the Beltline, she talked about the ongoing development of 
Atlantic Station, a 138-acre mixed-use land development in midtown. 

“The Metro Atlanta Relocation Council is an integral part of Atlanta’s recent resurgences,” said Franklin. “Marc and the city of At-
lanta have come together to ensure that all of our new and existing residents are aware and utilizing the opportunities of living and 
working within metro Atlanta.” 

Atlanta’s economic growth was highlighted by the meeting’s other guest speaker, Sam Williams, president of the Metro Atlanta 
Chamber of Commerce, using  statistics from the chamber’s report, “Summary of Economic Growth from 1995-2005.” The report 
cited 69,000 new non-agricultural jobs created in Atlanta in 2005, trying Phoenix, AZ, for the most new jobs created.  Two-thirds of 
that job growth, Williams said, is from small business-of the more than 130,000 companies in the metro Atlanta area, 94 percent 
employ less than 50 workers. 

However, certain issues were of concern to Franklin and Williams.  Atlanta based Delta Airlines has been warding off bankruptcy 
threats and two automobile manufacturing plans will be closing in the near future.  In addition, in May 2005 the U.S. Department of 
Defense released the Base Realignment and Closure report, which fingered both Atlanta’s Fort McPherson and Fort Gillem to be 
shut down. 

In the face of these troubles, the city of Atlanta and its leadership have shown resilience and innovation. The month before the 
MARC meeting, Franklin and Williams had led a delegation of Atlanta business representatives across the Pacific to meet with Chi-
nese business leaders and senior government officials.  The goals of the trip included encouraging Chinese investment in Atlanta, 
non-stop Delta flights, and the establishment of a Chinese trade consulate in Atlanta. 

At home, though, many of the urban renewal projects forwarded and overseen by Franklin seem to be paying off, according to the 
Chamber of Commerce’s findings. The Beltline, in particular, has the potential to be an economic windfall for this booming city. 

 - Reprinted with permission from the February 2007 issue of Mobility magazine
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